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LATESTIN COMPUTERIZED ENVIRONMENTALSYSTEMS: AHOUSE THAT
OBEYS VOICE COMMANDS .

For persons with severe disabilities, a new computerized “house of the future” is now
available through a firm located in Miami, Florida. The environmentally shapeable model
responds to vocalized requests made anywhere within its walls, and also 10 commands
made over a user pre-coded telephone line.

This house with a“brain” accepts and responds to reguests to dirn the liohts, raise: the
temperature level, oranswer the phone. It can respond to informational Queries as we!! ror
instance, personswhoask the house's main corputer to state the time or aate will receve o
vocalized response indicating the correct information. Additionaily, persons winc are 151
mobile will likely be particularly pleased by the voc aily controllcd house
system.

The firm which designed this heme is aiso equipped to custom design and install a
system in any existing home or business. Demonstration of the honie or ! the syslem s
available on request, along with cost estimates. Contact: Andrew or Kathlecn Allocco,
Better Homes Construction Services, Computer House Division, P.O. Box 33156, Miann, kL
33156; tel. (305) 667-0003.
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JOB TRAINING AT INDIANA EASTER SEAL CENTER BENEFITS
EMPLOYERS AND EMPLOYEES

Computer job training is one of the most important new vistas in renabilitation. At the
Crossroads Rehabilitation Center in Indianapolis, Indiana, progress in the omputerized
job training area is particularly promising. Titled the “Information Proce ssing Career
Training Program,” the Crossroads program offers course work in dat: entry, word
processing, and computer programming. Last year, nearly all of the incividuals who
completed the ten-month curriculum available at Crossroads were able to find jobs.

Students in the computer training division are selected following a special vocational
evaluation week, during which aptitudes and interests are measured Once accepted,
students undergo rigorous schooling insuch computer-relevant areas as COBOL, program
debugging, and business systems. Job-seeking and retention skills are also stressed as
integral to the individual's ability to access the job market.

Roger Miller of Ft Wayne, Indiana is one person whose life has beer significantly
enhanced by the Crossroads efforts. Mr. Miller is quadriplegic, having sustained a broken
neck and spinal cord injury during an accident several years ago. Miller's interest in
amateur radio operation and microprocessing led to a similar fascination with computer
programming, and 2 years ago to enrollment at Crossroads. Following completion of his
studies, heis solidly and happily employed as a computer programmerwith Mutual Security
Life Insurance Company in Ft Wayne, Indiana. “I have nothing but positive things to say
about Crossroads,” Miller says. “It's true the individual must take the initiz tive, that the
training is only asgood as the person, but this program really provides a unique: and special
opportunity for persons with disabilities.”

The Crossroads venture is intended to achieve a threefold goal-—benetfits to
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